
Welcome to the Art Department!!!
The Visual Art Teachers—Mrs. Taylor Baker Neal, Mrs. Rebecca Field and Ms. Elizabeth Jones, are looking forward to working with you in the studio and getting to know the new members of the creative community of artists.  We are so very excited to start a new year with all of you.  There are always changes and growth going on at Freeman, with more room for learning opportunities, often seen through the projects done by the creative students from Freeman’s Fine Arts Department. 

All levels of Art are academically-based classes.  Our curriculum is based on four areas of study: Studio work, Art History, Art Criticism, and Aesthetics.  Students will be asked to produce written assignments and take tests and quizzes as well as producing art work. Homework assignments are given on a regular basis.  Midterms and final exams, as required by Henrico County, determine one fifth of the final grade.  
Students who do well in art class turn in their assignments on the day that they are due, they try to the best of their ability and they treat success and failure the same, both as learning opportunities. 
Grades for late assignments are determined by each individual teacher.  Pre-assigned deadlines are not moved back because of absences which occur during the span of a project.  Students may make up time missed in the art room during the school day (with a pass) or during time arranged with the teacher.
We follow the following grading system

The grading system in art places importance on process as well as product.  Grades are based on effort and growth in conceptual understanding, creative thinking, design/composition, technical skill, and degree of challenge.  The quality of the finished work determines the numeric grade.  60% Projects, 20% Class Participation, 10% Formal Assessment/Sketchbook, 10% Homework/Sketchbook.
A (90-100) Work demonstrates clear understanding of concepts, exhibits exceptional design techniques, develops innovative ideas (beyond the basic requirements), and utilizes excellent craftsmanship with utmost effort.

B (80-89) Work indicates a better than average grasp of concepts, masters design techniques, applies good craftsmanship, shows inventiveness and persistent effort.

C (70-79) Work completes the assignment, addresses the problem, derives solutions clearly related to resources, and employs acceptable craftsmanship and some effort
D (65-69) Work is incomplete, shows limited understanding, relies directly on resources, and displays poor craftsmanship and composition, shows inadequate time invested.

F (65 and below) Work is not turned in or is presented in an untimely manner, does not address assignment criteria, has deficiency in design and craftsmanship, is not original, shows little time invested.
Art 4/5 Syllabus

2015-16

Mrs. Baker-Neal, Freeman High School
Welcome to the art studio!  The Art 4 and Art 5 courses are the most advanced levels of art in the high school program.  I assume that you love art as much as me therefore I expect you to be completely focused on art when you are in the studio.  This year we will be developing your art portfolio by creating art work that is filled with personal style and meaning.  You are expected to already have a working knowledge of composition, an ability to work independently, and an unending wish to push yourself beyond the expected (whatever that may be for you).  You will be expected to adhere to deadlines and be prepared in class each and every day with appropriate supplies and mindset.

Our year is split up into 4 major units of study.  Your sketchbook assignments will reflect the theme of the unit and will fit in with your studio projects.  The art history that you learn will be directly related to the units we will be covering. 

Unit 1: IDENTITY-YOU-HOME/FAMILY-HAPPY-UMBRELLA

Unit 2: MEMORY-OTHERS-HISTORY

Unit 3: CHANGE—GROWTH—INSIDE/OUTSIDE

Unit 4: ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS-SPACE

Please consider the following:

1. Your grade will be based on your studio work, your studio actions (class participation), and your out-of-class assignments and formal assessments.  All deadlines will be posted in advance and sketchbook assignments are given out at the beginning of the 9 week periods.  You will receive a rubric for each project that will outline the objectives of the project. 

2. You are expected to have the supplies and the assignment in class on the day that it is due to begin working otherwise you will receive a 0 for class participation.

3. If you know that you will not be able to meet a deadline despite your best efforts, you must talk to me BEFORE the deadline.  Extensions are always possible if you speak with me BEFORE the deadline.  There is never an extension for sketchbook assignments.  Your assignment will get full credit only if you turn it in the day it is due.

4. Please be flexible.  You have wonderful ideas.  I am here to help you create the best image from that idea.  Keep an open mind and do not close yourself off to possibilities.  Listen to your artistic instincts and your teachers, you get out of your learning experiences what you put into them!

5. Peacefulness is of upmost importance.  Treat each other with respect.  This means that together we create an environment suitable for creating art. Noise level, conversation, and manners should make sense for the occasion.

6. YOU ARE EXPECTED NOT TO EAT IN THE ART ROOM, UNLESS PERMISSION IS GRANTED BY THE TEACHER.
7. CELL PHONES SHOULD BE INVISIBLE AND SILENT. UNLESS PERMISSION IS GRANTED BY THE TEACHER.
8. Art supplies are expensive.  Do not waste them.  Recycle.  It is your responsibility to clean up and put away your materials.  

9. Think of ideas that have never been thought of before…as many times a day as you can.  Remember to write them down.

Supply list for all art students

· Roll of paper towels

· Disinfecting wipes 

· For Art I, Art II, Art III, Art IV and V- a 8 ½ X 11or 9X12 HARDBOUND blank book- these can be found at A.C. Moore, Michaels, and Barnes and Nobles. NO SPIRAL BOUND SKETCHBOOKS PLEASE
· Signed copies of the HCPS  artwork release form 
· Electronic information sheet turned in

· $12.00 art fee

· A positive attitude (this will be checked everyday)

· A creative mind
Class expectations 

· Be prepared with all necessary materials and resources
· Listen attentively and follow directions with a positive attitude
· Take responsibility for cleanup, maintenance, and safety in the studio
· Make up all missed work
· Be on task at all times
· Treat the teacher, all members of the class with respect and open-mindedness
· Follow the Honor Code, “we do not lie, cheat or steal or tolerate those who do” the Code of Conduct and school rules.
Thank you all so much and feel free to call or email us here at Freeman if you have any questions.  We look forward to meeting you at Back-To-School night. (804) 673-3700
      Taylor Baker Neal

        Rebecca Field


Elizabeth Jones
mbneal@henrico.k12.va.us          rbfield@henrico.k12.va.us        enjones@henrico.k12.va.us        Art II, IV,V and Honors

          Art I, Art III, AP Art History

Art I, Ceramics
Please sign to show that you have read and understand requirements and expectations by filling out the contact information on the website.
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